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UC Irvine Celebrates 40th Anniversary
Celebrating 40 years of innovation, the University of California,
Irvine is a top-ranked public university dedicated to research,
scholarship and community service. Founded in 1965, UCI is among
the fastest-growing University of California campuses, with more
than 24,000 undergraduate and graduate students and about 1,400
faculty members. The second-largest employer in dynamic Orange
County, UCI contributes an annual economic impact of $3 billion.
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Numerous opportunities to celebrate UCI’s 40th Anniversary have been planned. Some events
have been produced especially for the occasion. These include the
September 29 “Concert in Aldrich Park,” October 11 “Founder’s
Day 2005 Reception” and November 3 “Symposium and Exhibit
Opening” at the Libraries. Other campus events have incorporated
the theme into this year’s festivities.
For more information about planned festivities, please visit
http://today.uci.edu/resources/40/40_events.asp.
For more UCI news, visit www.today.uci.edu.
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Summer 2005 Staff Assembly Events
-

Summer Concert Series

UCI Staff Assembly sponsored a celebration of the end of the academic year at the 40th
anniversary kick-off party in June with “Salsa in the Park.” The concert series continued in
August with “Jazz Concert in the Gardens.” These free summer concert events were open
to the UCI community, family and friends. The University Club provided an affordable buffet and a
cash bar for those who did not wish to pack their own picnic.
For more information, please see the Staff Assembly web site: http://www.staffassembly.uci.edu

-

UCI Staff Appreciation Picnic – “Happy Birthday UCI”

The UCI Staff Assembly is once again proud to sponsor the annual staff
appreciation picnic. Another record-setting crowd is expected to attend and
enjoy a barbeque guaranteed to please the palate. Party games include contests
such as the “Jelly Bean Count,” “Musical Chairs,” and a water balloon toss.
Before cake is served, Peter the Anteater and the UCI cheerleaders will lead the
crowd in a raucous rendition of “Happy Birthday.”
At the picnic, the Staff Assembly will also be presenting this year’s Excellence in Leadership
Awards. This award is presented to three staff supervisors who, through outstanding leadership,
enhance staff morale, build an enriching work environment, and serve as a mentor or otherwise
support the career development of their staff…all to the benefit of our UCI community.
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Recent Happenings at UCI
-

For Fourth Consecutive Year, UCI Research Funding Sets New Record
UCI received $263 million in research funding and grants during the 2004-05 academic year, a 6percent increase over the previous year. This marks the fourth year in a row the campus has set a
record for funding support of its research. The increase also duplicates 2003-04's 6-percent growth in
funding.
The highest percentage of funding – 65 percent – went to biological and medical sciences, where
researchers were awarded $171 million. This year’s total includes a record 32 individual awards of
more than $1 million. In addition, 55 faculty members received more than $1 million in total awards.
Eighty percent of the awards will go toward research projects, 6 percent toward clinical trials and 6
percent will support training and fellowships. Federal agencies provided 70 percent of funding
dollars, nonprofit organizations provided 12 percent and industry 9 percent.
More: http://today.uci.edu/news/release_detail.asp?key=1359

-

'Focus on Excellence' Affords Major Boost to Select Campus Programs
UCI has taken the first step on a strategic plan to enhance its standing among the
best research universities in the world. Executive Vice Chancellor Michael R.
Gottfredson has announced that 39 faculty positions, to be supported by $34 million
over the next 10 years, have been allocated to a few of UCI's most distinguished
and influential programs in an effort to elevate them to the top of their fields and
sustain the ones already there.
More: http://www.evc.uci.edu/prgms-excellence-062105.pdf

-

UCI to Host Nationwide Undergraduate Climate Research Program
A “National Science Foundation Research Experiences for Undergraduates” grant will allow eight
undergraduate students, drawn from nationwide applications, to conduct summer research with UCI
Earth system science faculty on projects such as studies of air-sea or air-land interactions in the
context of a changing climate. J. Keith Moore, assistant professor of Earth system science, is project
director.
The program theme is biogeochemical cycling and climate change, with most research projects
involving studies of air-sea or air-land interactions in the context of a changing climate. Broadranging lectures will present an overview of the Earth's physical climate and biogeochemical cycles,
and give students an understanding of the emerging field of Earth system science. It is anticipated
that students in the program will learn about the diverse research tools and techniques being applied to
study the Earth system, gain valuable research experience in one of the subfields of Earth system
science, and become intellectually stimulated to pursue a career in this field. The broader impacts of
this program will be the entrainment of the next generation of scientists into careers involving
scientific research, including students from underrepresented groups, and students from other regional
schools where research opportunities are more limited.
More: http://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward.do?AwardNumber=0453495
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